
  

RESTORING…  Community 
 
 

 
 
Day 1—Sitting at His Feet; Dwelling in His Presence 
Read Luke 10:38-39 and 24:13-32. Notice how Mary and the men on the road to Emmaus long 
to be in Jesus’ presence. Observe Jesus’ awareness of their spiritual hunger; see how he fills it 
with himself. He listens to their words and their hearts, and he feeds them with the bread that 
truly satisfies (Deuteronomy 8:3; John 6:35). Tell Jesus you want to experience his presence 
with you as you read Psalm 119:18 and Matthew 22:1-14. Embrace and treasure Jesus’ every 
word; ask him questions if you desire; know that he wants you to know him better and love him 
more. Thank him for being a loving, gentle teacher (Matthew 11:29). Intentionally share his 
love with others. 
 
Day 2—The Wedding Feast 
Recall weddings to which you have been invited. Were you quick to respond; did you dress 
carefully; did you bring a gift? Scripture describes Jesus (the Lamb) as the bridegroom (Matthew 
9:15; 25:1ff; John 3:29) and the church as his bride (Revelation 19:7; 22:17). In Matthew 22:1-
14, Jesus tells a parable about a wedding; we are among those invited. Spend time in the 
parable. Consider the audience to whom this parable was initially spoken. Who are the 
servants? What was Jesus telling his listeners? What is he saying to us? Should our Lord have to 
beg us to accept his invitation? Have your responded? Pray as you meditate on the wonder of 
the invitation. 
 
Day 3—Who Is Invited? 
Read Matthew 22:1-14. Glance at the texts that precede and follow it. What groups of people 
have gathered around Jesus? Look at the parable again: have you identified the king, the son, 
the servants, and the invited guests? Did you notice the correlation between the people in the 
parable and God the Father, Jesus, the prophets, Jewish religious leaders, the Jewish crowd, 
Gentiles? Consider the vastness of God’s love as you ponder the list of those invited: Isaiah 
49:3,6; John 3:16; 1 Timothy 2:3-6a; Titus 2:11; and 2 Peter 3:9. Bow in worship and gratitude. 
 
Day 4—Who Will Attend? 
Read Matthew 22:1-14. Imagine the lavishness of a wedding banquet for the son of a king; can 
you fathom any refusing to attend? Yet in Jesus’ parable, some contemptuously spurn the 
invitation; others are so preoccupied they ignore it. Notice 22:14; could the ‘chosen’ be those 
who have responded to the invitation? Ponder the parable, your response to the King’s 
invitation, and what it means to be chosen as you read Matthew 7:13-14; John 1:12-13; 6:29; 
10:7-9; 14:6; Acts 4:12; Titus 3:4-7; 1 Peter 2:4-5,9-10; and Revelation 3:20. Run to Jesus in 
prayer. 
 
 



Day 5—What Will We Wear? 
In ancient times, kings sometimes provided guests with proper wedding attire. Consider that 
those who filled the wedding hall in Jesus’ parable, Matthew 22:1-14, needed such a gift. 
Perhaps the man who was thrown out (22:11-13) refused the king’s attire. We, like the guests 
in the parable, need clothing we do not own and cannot buy. What is it? Read Isaiah 61:10; 
Zechariah 3:3-5; and Revelation 7:13-14; 19:6-9. Praise and pray as you ponder Edward Mote’s 
lyrics, “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; no merit of my 
own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name…clothed in His righteousness alone, faultless to 
stand before the throne…” 
 
Day 6—What Gift Can We Bring? 
When invited to a wedding, we assume we must bring a gift. But in our Matthew 22:1-14 
parable, those who came to the feast had no time to dress, practice rules of etiquette, or select 
a gift. They came empty handed. The host supplied all they needed; they simply responded to 
the invitation and came to the feast. Ponder this outrageous, extravagant grace! Yet, how often 
do we vainly attempt to add to Jesus’ finished work of salvation? It is God who clothes us with 
Jesus’ righteousness, gives us gifts to use in service and for God’s glory, and teaches us to live as 
the cherished bride of Christ. Augustus Toplady wrote, “Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to 
Thy cross I cling; naked, come to Thee for dress; helpless, look to Thee for grace…” (Rock of 
Ages). Read Ephesians 2:8-9; pray. 
 
Day 7—Feasting at His Table 
In Jesus’ day and perhaps in ours too, the most extravagant abundance many experience is at a 
wedding celebration. With this in mind, read Matthew 22:1-14. How is the picture of the 
wedding feast amplified as you read Psalm 23:5-6; 36:5-9; Isaiah 25:1,4a,6-9; Zephaniah 3:17; 1 
Corinthians 2:9; and Revelation 19:6-9; 22:17,20? How do we respond to the exceeding 
generosity of such promises? Pray you will delight in knowing you are invited to the King’s 
table, and let your RSVP be offered with faith, gratitude, and a commitment to love God and 
others deeply. 


