
The Order of Melchizedek 
 

Day 1: The Golden Cord of Salvation History 
The letter to the Hebrews is rich with images from the Old Testament. To those familiar with the 
Hebrew Scriptures, the Old Testament pictures pointing to Jesus move one to stand in awe of the 
golden cord of salvation history which links the Old and New Testaments. For many, however, the book 
is difficult. As you read Hebrews 1:1-3 and 4:14-5:10, pray the Holy Spirit will help you see the glorious 
legacy we have as God’s people through Jesus Christ, our priest forever. Embrace the prayer promise 
recorded in Hebrews 4:16. 

 
Day 2: Brought into God’s Presence 
An important duty of the Jewish high priest was to offer sacrifices for sin, so that people might dwell in 
the presence of their holy God. God directed Moses to appoint Aaron as the first high priest. Among 
the high priestly duties was the sacred call to enter the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle or temple each 
year on the Day of Atonement. Read Exodus 40:12-15; Leviticus 9:7, 22-24; 16:32-34; and Hebrews 5:1-
10. Jesus is our eternal high priest, chosen by God to reconcile people with God by means of sacrifice. 
God planned the way for this reconciliation before the foundation of the world (1 Peter 1:18-20). Thank 
God for your salvation! 

 
Day 3: Aaron and Melchizedek 
In Hebrews 5:1-10 what do you learn about Aaron and Melchizedek? God chose Aaron, Moses’ 
brother, as the first high priest; from Aaron’s sons and their descendants, future high priests would be 
named (Exodus 28:1-3; 29:7-9; Leviticus 9:7-8,22-24). Melchizedek, King of Salem (the ancient name for 
Jerusalem), is a priest of the Most High God; he blesses Abraham and is honored by Abraham; he 
predates the Aaronic priesthood (Genesis 14:18-20). Scripture tells us he prefigures Christ (Psalm 
110:4; Hebrews 5:6,10; 7:1-18). Today, bless someone with the blessing God gave Aaron to use in 
blessing the Israelites about 3500 years ago (Numbers 6:24-26). 

 
Day 4: The Superiority of Jesus 
The writer of Hebrews explains that Jesus is superior to prophets, angels, Moses, the Aaronic 
priesthood, Melchizedek, and the great heroes of faith. Though all of these point us to Jesus, Jesus is 
far superior. Read Hebrews 1:1-10; 3:1-6; 4:14-16; 7:23-25; and 12:1-2. What can Jesus do perfectly, 
completely, and eternally that none else can do (Hebrews 4:14-16; 7:24-27)? Consider the wonder that, 
through Jesus, we can confidently approach God’s throne of grace (Hebrews 4:16). Thank him for 
praying for you always (Hebrews 7:25). 

 
Day 5: Our Priest Who Is the Sacrificial Lamb 
What does John mean when he cries out the words recorded in John 1:29? Did Jesus willingly offer 
himself as a sacrifice for sin (John 10:11,14-18)? Hebrews 9:22 explains the need for sacrifice; we might 
not understand the mystery of God’s ways, but the Spirit helps us see the golden thread of God’s 
salvation plan which is woven throughout Scripture. The high priest went behind the veil into the Holy 



of Holies only once a year, yet when our Priest became the sacrifice, the temple curtain was torn in 
two and the inner sanctuary opened. What does this mean for you (Luke 23:44-45; Hebrews 9:6-12; 
10:19-23)? Thank Jesus you can enter God’s presence today. 

 
Day 6: Suffering, Obedience, and God’s Will 
The Christians to whom the letter of Hebrews was written were suffering persecution (Hebrews 10:32-
39). Read Hebrews 5:7-10 and 12:1-3 (5:9: “made perfect” refers to completeness, to fulfilling one’s 
purpose). How might Jesus’ example be an encouragement to those reading the letter; how might it 
encourage us? Jesus was obedient to God (Luke 22:39-44; John 14:31; Philippians 2:1-11). How does his 
obedience relate to our call to be stewards for Christ’s legacy? Consider Jesus’ words in John 14:23; 
15:10,14. The road to Jesus’ glory was marked by suffering and charted with the cry, “Thy will be 
done.” Pray for the grace and willingness to do God’s will.  

 
Day 7: A Chosen People, A Royal Priesthood 
Read 1 Peter 1:3-25; 2:9-10. What does Peter say about who we are in Jesus? Our inheritance isn’t all 
about receiving; it’s about living as those who are recipients of God’s glorious grace. How are we to live 
out the legacy we have as believers? If we are imitators of Christ (Ephesians 5:1-2; Philippians 2:1-8), 
what is the heart of our call (see also Hebrews 5:7-9)? The message of Christ is filled with hope and 
promise; our legacy in Christ flows from the past into the future, but it is lived out today. How will you 
live today as a part of God’s royal priesthood? Ask the Spirit to help you live, in the present, as a light 
to the world and for the glory of God. 


