
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

THE CALL 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-17 
After a less-than-successful preaching tour in Athens, Paul enters Corinth, one of the most cosmopolitan, hip, swanky spots in 
the ancient world. It’s a region in which exotic goods and ideas are bartered and bantered. Despite the challenging 
surroundings, Paul’s missionary work has borne fruit in Corinth. The church there is gifted and thriving, but it’s also deeply 
divided. Into a community that can’t seem to see beyond its differences, Paul issues a call to focus on the cross. What’s 
broken about the relationship between God and humanity? How does Jesus’ cross repair what’s broken? What does this say 
about what God is like? What does this say about our life in the world as Christ-followers? This week, wrestle with these 
questions. Engage in conversation with someone about how this does, or doesn’t, resonate with you. 

 
THE CROSS 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-19 
As a marketing strategy for God, the cross would seem an utter failure. Who wants to worship a God who dies? And in such a 
shameful way? Crucifixion is used by the ancient Romans to not just get rid of subversive nuisances, but to humiliate and 
degrade them publicly. To some Jews it is also seen as a sign of God’s curse (Deuteronomy 21:23). How can the cross be a 
means of divine revelation, let alone the power of God for salvation? And yet that is exactly what Paul proclaims clearly and 
boldly. Such a message is literally moronic to ancient Greeks who value wisdom as the means of uncovering divine mysteries. 
And it’s hardly the miraculous sign that the Jews long for. What’s broken about the relationship between God and humanity? 
How does Jesus’ cross repair what’s broken? What does this say about what God is like? What does this say about our life in 
the world as Christ-followers? This week, wrestle with these questions. Engage in conversation with someone about how this 
does, or doesn’t, resonate with you. 

 
POWER? 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-31 
Paul proclaims that God has little interest in human schemes for discerning or reaching the divine. God chooses to be 
revealed and enact salvation in this most startling way. The cross puts to death all human arrogance, our need to be in control 
of our relationship with the divine and our desire to create spiritual pecking orders in community. We don’t reach God; God has 
chosen to reach us. By pointing the Corinthians to the cross, Paul seeks to level the playing field, reminding this contentious 
crew that their bids for power and status in community have been put to death on the cross. God calls them not because they 
are cute, or bright, or powerful, or important. God chooses them because they are weak and foolish, so that God’s wisdom and 
power becomes evident to all. What’s broken about the relationship between God and humanity? How does Jesus’ cross 
repair what’s broken? What does this say about what God is like? What does this say about our life in the world as Christ-
followers? This week, wrestle with these questions. Engage in conversation with someone about how this does, or doesn’t, 
resonate with you. 

 
WISDOM 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:21-25 
 “Winning isn’t everything, it’s the only thing.” In every area of our life we are measured, valued, rewarded and often even 
loved for what we have done, and we expect God to be the same. And so God comes in the cross, the very last place we’d 
expect God to be, to surprise us with God’s remarkable, unexpected, and even foolish love. What’s broken about the 
relationship between God and humanity? How does Jesus’ cross repair what’s broken? What does this say about what God is 
like? What does this say about our life in the world as Christ-followers? This week, wrestle with these questions. Engage in 
conversation with someone about how this does, or doesn’t, resonate with you. 

 
PAUL 
ACTS 9:1-9 
Paul also thought he had the perfect picture of God in his mind, and it didn’t look anything like Jesus. So when the earliest 
Christians confess that Jesus, the one who died as an executed criminal and enemy of the state, is the Messiah, Paul is not 
just willing but eager to persecute them and stamp out this heretical message. And then it happens. Paul is confronted in a 
vision by Jesus, the crucified Messiah, and that encounter changes everything. All of a sudden Paul comes to believe that 
God chooses to come to us in weakness rather than in strength, in mercy rather than retribution, in grace rather than 
achievement, in love rather than in justice. What’s broken about the relationship between God and humanity? 



How does Jesus’ cross repair what’s broken? What does this say about what God is like? What does this say about our life in 
the world as Christ-followers? This week, wrestle with these questions. Engage in conversation with someone about how this 
does, or doesn’t, resonate with you. 

 
WEAKNESS 
2 CORINTHIANS 12:9-10 
Paul offers another picture of God, one where God will not sit back, not wait patiently, not watch over us at a distance, but 
instead races to our side, not just to comfort us but to be with us, not just to watch over us but to take on our lot and our life to 
the point of suffering all that we may suffer in the cross. God comes hidden in weakness, Paul says, both to overturn our 
unhelpful pictures of God and to meet us in our own weakness, so that when we see Jesus on the cross we may know that 
wherever we may go, God in Jesus has been there. When we see Jesus raised from death on Easter we hear the promise that 
where Jesus is now, we will someday be.  What’s broken about the relationship between God and humanity? How does Jesus’ 
cross repair what’s broken? What does this say about what God is like? What does this say about our life in the world as 
Christ-followers? This week, wrestle with these questions. Engage in conversation with someone about how this does, or 
doesn’t, resonate with you. 

 
GROWING 
UDERSTANDING THE CROSS 
We have learned how the cross is central to the Christian life, yet not many of us can articulate clearly what God is up to on 
the cross ... other than the religious language we learned in confirmation that seems to have little real connection to our lived 
experience. Throughout history, the church has used a variety of metaphors to understand what the cross really means for 
each of us. What’s broken about the relationship between God and humanity? How does Jesus’ cross repair what’s broken? 
What does this say about what God is like? What does this say about our life in the world as Christ-followers? Wrestle with 
these questions. Engage in conversation with someone about how this does, or doesn’t, resonate with you. 

 


