
Holy Week 
 

Day 1—Hosanna!  
The crowd shouted, “Hosanna!” hailing Jesus as their king (Matthew 21:1-11), but did they 
really understand? The Jerusalem crowds, gathering for the Passover Festival, longed for a 
triumphant, temporal king, but Jesus came into the city riding on a donkey. What do we learn 
about the meaning of this from Zechariah 9:9 and Philippians 2:5-11? Our theme is “kneeling on 
holy ground.” Do you long to kneel on holy ground, see more of Jesus’ glory, and be showered 
with his grace? This week, read, in one or in all four Gospels, about the events from Palm 
Sunday to Easter: Matthew 21-28; Mark 11-16; Luke 19:28-24:53; and John 12:12- 21:25. 
Worship Jesus, our Lord and King.  
 
Day 2—Preparing Our Hearts  
Continue with your Holy Week reading, praying the Lord will prepare your heart to enthrone 
him. Meditate on John 12:12- 36; 13:1-17; and Philippians 2:5-11. Jesus, in humility, came as a 
servant and as an offering (John 1:29). Paul, in Philippians 2:5, reminds us, not of our rights, but 
of our call. Can we really know Jesus if we are filled with ourselves? Kneel (if you are able); ask 
the Spirit to help you see yourself clearly; confess your sins; tell Jesus your desire is to love him 
and to love and serve others, not for your glory but for his. Memorize Galatians 2:20.  
 
Day 3—Why the Cross?  
We wear cross jewelry, but do we ponder what the cross means? Do we reverently consider 
what our sin cost Jesus? We serve a holy God who demands holiness, but we are sinners. Read 
Genesis 2:16-17; Leviticus 17:11; Matthew 26:26-28; John 1:29; Romans 3:23-25a; 5:8,21; 6:22-
23; 2 Corinthians 5:21; and 1 John 4:10. It wasn’t the Roman authorities or Jewish leaders who 
sent Jesus to the cross. It was God the Father, who, in love, offered to pay the price for our sin 
with the blood of Jesus, the eternal Son. Meditate on Hebrews 9:22; 10:5-14 and 1 Peter 1:18-
20. Pray.  
 
Day 4—Jesus’ Final Hours with His Disciples  
Before Jesus’ anguished prayers in Gethsemane, he spent precious time with his disciples in 
what we now call The Upper Room. Read Luke 22:7-20. John shares other details about Jesus’ 
final hours with his disciples before his arrest; he includes Jesus’ prayer for his disciples and for 
us. Stand or kneel as you read John 17:1- 26 aloud, but before you begin reading, pray the Spirit 
will quicken your heart with the truth that you are, indeed, in Jesus’ presence on holy ground.  
After reading, spend some time silently pondering what the Spirit is saying to you. Pray.  

 
Day 5—Permission to Kneel on Holy Ground  
Read the crucifixion account in one or more of the Gospels. Now read Exodus 3:1-6 and Isaiah 
6:1-7. Moses and Isaiah reacted with fear in God’s holy presence. The Hebrew Scriptures 
remind us that no one but the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies, the physical 



representation of God’s presence in the tabernacle or temple, and then only once a year and 
with blood (Leviticus 16:1- 3,29-30). The curtain kept sinful people from the manifest presence 
of their holy God. Now read Matthew 27:50-51a; at the moment of Jesus’ death, the curtain in 
the temple was rent. The writer of Hebrews explains what this means. Stand in awe as you read 
Hebrews 7:23-27; 9:1-15; and 10:19-23. Read Hebrews 10:19-23 again, this time aloud. We are 
invited to dwell on holy ground, in God’s presence. Pray!  
 
Day 6—Prophecy Fulfilled  
As you’ve read our texts these past days, have you repeatedly heard the message that prophecy 
was being fulfilled? [See John 13:18; 15:25; 17:12-13; 18:9,32; 19:24,28,36-37…] The Sabbath, 
the day between Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, was a day of waiting. Imagine the anguish 
of Jesus’ followers who thought all hope was lost. But then remember God’s faithfulness to 
them and to us. Ponder 2 Corinthians 1:20 and 2 Peter 1:16-21. Meditate on Psalm 22 and 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12. Bask in the wonder and glory of God’s plan for salvation. Read Romans 8:24-
25; pray.  
 
Day 7—Resurrection Day!  
Do we sometimes forget that God’s Word is truth and God’s promises are sure? Jesus had told 
his followers that he would die and rise again (Matthew 17:9,22-23; 26:2,31-32; Mark 8:31-
32a…) On the Passover Sabbath, Jesus’ followers grieved, as without hope. Then came Easter! 
As you read Luke 24:1-49, watch how Jesus moves his followers from fear and despair to hope, 
faith, and joy. Pray that your heart will also respond to the resurrection with faith, hope, and 
joy and that your thankfulness will bring you to your knees in Jesus’ presence, which is, indeed, 
holy ground. Allow Isaac Watts’ lyrics to guide your prayer and praise: “Love so amazing, so 
divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” Worship the Risen Lord, and share the joy of Jesus’ 
resurrection with others. He has risen, indeed! 


